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READERS 
 

THEOLOGICAL/HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE 
 
The Reader exercises a role of ministry in the liturgy.  The Constitution on the 
Sacred Liturgy states that:  “Christ is present in his Word since it is he himself 
who speaks when the holy Scriptures are read in the Church”  (#7).  Thus the 
Reader’s role is not one of merely reading, but of celebrating the presence of 
Christ in the Word and making that Word come alive to those who hear it.  Well 
prepared Readers help to elevate the consciousness of all people so they may 
integrate their lives to the liturgy. 
 
RESPONSIBILITY/PURPOSE 
 
The Reader has a dual role:  to proclaim the Word of God and to listen to that 
Word.  Readers prepare thoroughly at home throughout the week before they 
are scheduled to proclaim the Scriptures at liturgy.  They pray with the 
Scriptures, hoping in faith that God will come to them through the printed 
words and that they will be able to convey God’s presence to the assembly.  
They are people of the Word. 
 
In the entrance procession, the Deacon or, if there is no Deacon, the Reader, 
may carry the Book of the Gospels, but not the Lectionary.  The person carrying 
the Book of the Gospels omits the sign of reverence to the altar.  It is a 
praiseworthy practice that the Book of the Gospels be placed on the altar 
(General Instruction of the Roman Missal, #122).  There should be one Reader to 
proclaim each reading.  The Responsorial Psalm is normally sung.  When this 
is not possible, the Reader may lead in the recitation of the Responsorial 
Psalm.  In the absence of a Deacon, the Reader may also lead the Universal 
Prayer.  These prayers may be read from the ambo or other suitable place. 
 
The Reader’s place is normally to take his/her place among the assembly and 
come forward to read and then return.  By this action among the assembly, the 
Reader symbolizes coming forth from the worshiping congregation to proclaim 
the Word.  All readings from Scripture are to be proclaimed from the same 
ambo in order to signify their unity; and to give the reading of the Word the 
prominence it deserves.  Announcements, song leading, etc., are to take place 
at a lectern or stand of lesser prominence than the ambo.  The Scripture is to 
always be proclaimed from the Lectionary.  It is never appropriate to proclaim 
the Scripture from a sheet of paper or missalette.  The Book of the Gospels nor 
the Lectionary is not to be carried out in the procession at the end of Mass  
(Book of the Gospels, #22) 
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SELECTION/DISCERNMENT 
 
The role of Reader may be performed by any qualified Catholic person of 
mature faith.  However, it is not sufficient that a person be well meaning and 
have the desire to read.  It is necessary that a person be capable of proclaiming 
the Word with the ability to communicate its meaning with proper diction, 
pace, inflection and volume.  The Reader should proclaim the Scripture in such 
a way to allow the faith to shine through, thus helping lead the assembly to a 
deeper understanding of the message.  The Reader must be properly prepared.  
The Reader must express ease, poise and concentration on proclaiming the 
Word rather than on self.  Normally, children do not proclaim Scripture at 
Sunday Eucharist. 
 
PREPARATION 
 
Readers are to be prepared at the parish level.  At workshops, the importance 
of communicating the Word of God is to be stressed.  Advanced preparation, 
volume, speed, enunciation, pronunciation, inflection, and personal 
appearance are important areas of concern for the reader so that effective 
proclamation of the Word may take place.  Preparation workshops should also 
include: 
 

• an understanding of liturgy, theology, and the role of a Reader in a 
liturgical celebration; 

• an understanding of Scripture; 
• a spirituality for Readers as people of the Word; 
• a practicum in the theory and art of public reading including critique; 
• periodic retreats and review workshops; 
• resource materials. 

 
EVALUATION 
 
Readers should evaluate themselves frequently throughout the year.  In 
addition, they should be evaluated by others yearly.  This evaluation process 
should include the specific skills needed in this ministry, as well as reflection 
on the readers as people of the Word. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


